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Honoring Steve Rinck 
 

   Steve Rinck, longtime board 
member, officer and leader of the 
Dade Battlefield Society, 
announced recently that he would 
be stepping down as president and 
resigning from the board to spend 
more time with family. 

   He will remain a DBS member 
and continue to participate in 
many park events, although no 
longer in a planning capacity. 

   Few people in DBS history have 
contributed as much to Dade 
Battlefield as Steve did in his 
decade of service to the society. In 
addition to serving as president, he 
held other offices on the board. 

  At the June 4 general 
membership meeting, Steve was 
presented with an engraved sword 
in gratitude for his selfless 
contributions to DBS. 

 
 
 
 
 

DBS BOARD MEETINGS are held 
the first Tuesday of each month in 
the Dade Lodge at 6:30 p.m. 
While only board members and 
officers may vote, we value all 
members’ comments, and your 
support is invaluable.       

Dade Pioneers (ages 8-18) will 
continue to meet the first Tuesday 
each month from 4 to 6 p.m., 
September through May. Each 
month will feature a special guest, 
a game or craft and with the help 
of parents, snacks. Cost is $10 per 
year per student or $25 for a 
family.  

Dade’s Youth (9th-12th grade) will 
meet the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month in the South Sumter High 
School Cafeteria during Raider 
Time and from 5 to 6 p.m. the 1st 
Tuesday each month at Dade 
Battlefield Historic State Park. The 
opportunities to accumulate 
volunteer hours are limitless. Cost 
is $10 for a distinctive t-shirt, and 
membership requires completion 
of Florida State Parks volunteer 
forms with parental permission. 
Students who want their Dade’s 
Youth volunteer hours to count 
toward a Florida Bright Futures 
Scholarship must complete the 
Bright Futures application.  

Dade’s Youth Relay for Life: Join us 
online and support the American 
Cancer Society! Go to: 
secure.acsevents.org and mark 
your calendar and join us at 
Sumter’s Relay event: NOV. 2nd! 

  I’d like to thank Steve Rinck for 
his many years of service to the 
Dade Battlefield Society. Steve has 
been an inspiration and a role 
model to many. We look forward 
to seeing him at park events, and I 
am proud to say that in Steve I 
have found a lifelong friend. 
   Karen Cloud, a devoted park 
volunteer who was named Florida 
State Parks Adult Volunteer of the 
Year for Visitor Services last year, 
is taking on the job of society 
president with a great deal of 
enthusiasm. Thank you, Karen, 
for accepting this challenge. 

   As the Citizen Support 
Organization for Dade Battlefield 
Historic State Park, DBS 
contributes to the park in so many 
ways. One major accomplishment 
I am excited to share is the recent 
restoration of the Lt. Mudge 
Monument, one of the three 
prominent obelisks on the 
battlefield. 
   This century-old landmark was 
badly damaged several years ago, 
and a lack of funding delayed its 
repair until generous Dade 
Battlefield Society donors stepped 
in to help. Thank you, DBS! 
 



 

 
  

Save the Dates Reenacting
….it’s in 
our blood 

 I became interested in reenacting thanks to my Great-Uncle John Griffin. While still very young, my 
uncle would teach me about black cowboys in the Old West and the Buffalo Soldiers. Eventually, we 
started going to Dade and watching the reenactment. It was there that we learned about the Black 
Seminoles and their involvement in the Seminole Wars. We met a lot of reenactors and after seeing us 
coming around for a couple years, they encouraged us to join and get started reenacting. I was 10 years 
old at time and now 18 years later I’m still going strong because of the encouragement and mentorship I 
received from those reenactors, these living historian.        
 I have enjoyed the people and “extended family” I now have because of reenacting. I have had the 
opportunity to meet some amazing people over the years, reenactors, historians, descendants, craftsmen, 
vendors and the list goes on. Reenactments for me are basically a family reunion and I get too see 
individuals who I am very close with but may not get to see often.     
 As to your question about frustrations, it would have to be that as reenactors, we try to portray 
history correctly; we put a lot of time, effort and money into our regalia and learning the history. It can 
be frustrating at times trying to get a point across to people especially those that may not have a deep 
admiration for history and seeing that “blank or this is going right over your head” look.   
 The experiences and opportunities I have had over the last 18 years since I was literally a kid have 
been unlike any other. I’ve had so many life lesson, learned skills that transcend just this a hobby and 
something I do on the weekends. I would definitely encourage anyone to consider reenacting and 
joining the group. What better way to learn history than by living and recreating it?                                
“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots.” Marcus Garvey
       Matt Griffin 

SEPTEMBER 
DBS Board Meeting (3rd/6:30pm) 

POW WOW (27th-29th)  
 

OCTOBER 
DBS Board Meeting (1st/6:30pm) 

Bushnell’s Fall Festival (19th) 
HAUNTED EVENT (25th&26th/ 

   7-9:30pm)  
 

NOVEMBER 
Sumter Relay for Life (2nd)   

*Held at SSHS from noon-10pm 
DBS Board Meeting (5th/6:30pm) 

FL. FOLK HERITAGE DAY (16th) 
 

DECEMBER 
DBS Board Meeting (3rd/6:30pm)) 

CHRISTMAS ON THE  
FL. FRONTIER (7th) 

*An event you don’t want to miss! 

 
JANUARY 

DADE’s BATTLE (4th & 5th) 
HOPE TO SEE ALL DBS MEMBERS 
for this year’s event! Spread the word! 

 Thank you for joining Dade Battlefield Society. Our 
organization could not provide the support for our beloved state park 
without your help. This year, in addition to three e-mailed newsletters, 
(August, December and April) we will provide every member a free 
2020 Dade Calendar. (Members may get their free calendar at any 
Dade event November-January.) This new addition will include 
monthly-featured events and keepsake photos. (Additional calendars 
may be purchased for $10 each.) Hope to see you all at many of our 
events this fall. Again, thank you for your support.                                    
  DBS President, Karen Cloud  

REENACTORS: Send us YOUR stories & pictures so we can feature YOU in 
an upcoming newsletter and share on our Facebook page!  

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT…  
 Get roped in…and help us spread the word!   

Check us out:  
facebook.com/dade.battlefield 
or   dadebattlefield.com  
 
352-793-4781 
Dade Battlefield Society 
7200 Battlefield Parkway 
Bushnell, FL 33513 


